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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Dear SAIA Member
Welcome! This is our second edition of the newsletter and
we have much to share. Firstly, please do save the date for
my inauguration which will be a hybrid event based in
Pretoria on the Thursday, 2nd of February 2022. Judge Albie
Sachs will join us as a keynote speaker. We host this event in
partnership with the Pretoria Institute of Architects (PIA) and
the Mamelodi Arts and Culture Forum (MACFO). Expect
more in our November newsletter where we will profile our
partners and uncover the theme of the event.
We also welcome our new appointments who keep this
organisation going and thriving in their respective portfolios
of Practice, Education and the JBCC representative: Gillian,
Emile, Tinashe. Thank you!
I wish to acknowledge our Accounting Consultant and our Interim Executive Officer (IEO) who
both joined the organisation during difficult times and have been instrumental in its
turn-around and in taking many corrective measures to improve its systems and status.
We owe Jacqui Cullis, our IEO, a special mention for the wisdom by which she manages SAIA
on a day to day basis, being able to think both long term and strategically while not losing
sight of the day-to-day minutia that is essential though easy to miss.
In our attempt to establish meaningful connections with people and projects across
institutions and disciplines to enrich our own architectural endeavours, we are happy to bring
to our members the work of the WITS South African Research Chair in Spatial Analysis and
City Planning, Prof Phil Harrison. This specific project focuses on including children in spatial
planning and design development. I am sure we all know of the National Development Plan
Vision 2023, but have you come across the National Plan of Action for Children? If not, please
keep reading!
Link to Practice Note -Children In Spatial Planning
Finally, we are delighted to be profiling Artist TC Maila. As a beautiful contrast to the work of
our last artist Leon Krige who operates mostly in the inner city and mostly photographs
cityscapes, TC's documentation of rural life is anthropological. Enjoy the image we have
selected and his bio. However, I do advise you to visit his social media pages to get a better
idea of his incredible range of work. We are proud that he has joined with SAIA in a
partnership. The word that best describes his work is magical!
Till next time, take care of yourselves in the end of the year rush.
Amira
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JUDGE ALBIE SACHS
Activist, Writer and Former Judge on the Constitutional Court of South Africa (1994 – 2009)
He began practising as an advocate at the Cape Bar at the age of 21, defending people
charged under the racial statutes and security laws of apartheid. After two spells of being
detained in solitary confinement without trial, first for five months, then for three months, he
went into exile in England, where he completed a PhD at Sussex University.
In 1988, he lost his right arm and his sight in one eye when a bomb was placed in his car by
South African security agents in Maputo, Mozambique. After the bombing, he devoted himself to the preparations for a new democratic constitution for South Africa. When he returned
home from exile, he served as a member of the Constitutional Committee and the National
Executive of the African National Congress until the first democratic elections in 1994.
Sachs is a Board member of the Constitution Hill Trust, which promotes constitutionalism and
the rule of law. He has travelled to many countries sharing South African experiences that
might help heal divided societies.
He is the author of several books, including The Jail Diary of Albie Sachs, Justice in South
Africa, Sexism and the Law, Soft Vengeance of a Freedom Fighter and The Strange Alchemy
of Life and Law. His latest books are We, the People: Insights of an activist judge (2016) and
Oliver Tambo’s Dream (2017).

NEW APPOINTMENTS

GILLIAN ADENDORFF
SAIA PRACTICE CHAIRPERSON
Gillian was appointed as the SAIA Practice Committee chair, following in the footsteps of
Eugene Barnard in June 2022. SAIA is honoured to have worked with Eugene and
acknowledges his valuable contribution towards the success of the SAIA Practice committee.
Link to Short Bio
Practice Committee Vision | Link

EMILE PAULSEN
SAIA EXECUTIVE,PRACTICE,CPD & EDUCATION
Emile joined the SAIA team on 01 August 2022 after concluding the contractual appointment
as the interim SAIA Executive : Practice, CPD and Education. SAIA would like to welcome him
aboard and wishes him much success in this new position.
Link to Short Bio

TINASHE DYIRAKUMUNDA
JBCC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tinashe is the successful SAIA nominated representative serving on the constituent body,
Joint Building Contracts Committee (JBCC) – Board of Directors. SAIA is confident that he
will represent us with the full support of the Board and members.
Link to Short Bio

KULANI CHABALALA
CCOUNT SUM, ACCOUNTING SOLUTIONS
Kulani joined the SAIA team in July 2021, as the external finance service provider.
He hit the ground running with the completion of the SAIA Audit for the financial period
2020/2021 with newly appointed Auditors, Sipho Chartered Accountants. Kulani entered the
organisation at very difficult time and has been key to getting the finances sorted and in order.
Link to Short Bio

SAIA OFFICE NEWS

JACQUIE CULLIS
SAIA: INTERIM EXECUTIVE OFFICER
As the SAIA Interim Executive Officer, I have had the pleasure to serve under the presidential
leadership of Arch. Ruben Reddy and now, Prof. Amira Osman. I would like to thank the SAIA
team for their hard work and dedication in ensuring the smooth operations of the SAIA office
– keep up the great work.
I am pleased to report here on some of the progress that we have made in 2022.
OPERATIONS
2022 kicked off with the completion of the audit of 2020/2021 including the re-audit of the
2019/2020 annual financials.
Click on the below portfolio links to read more on SAIA operations.
Marketing and Transformation | Link
Practice | Link
Membership | Link
Continuing Professional Development (CPD) | Link
SAIA Advocacy | Link

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS
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SAIAShare#18
04 November 2022
14:30 – 15:45 (SAST)
SAIAshare #18 – Webinar Invite

GAUTENG INSTITUTE FOR ARCHITECTURE

SAIA Presidential Inauguration
SAVE THE DATE,
02 February 2023

GIfA Events | Link

PRETORIA INSTITUTE FOR ARCHITECTURE
PIA Events | Link

CAPE INSTITUTE FOR ARCHITECTURE
CIfA Events | Link

TC MAILA
PHOTOGRAPHER
Born in a small village called GaMaila in Limpopo, at age 6 we had to relocate about 400km
to the Free State province.
From a village to a township, Sasolburg Zamdela was a new world for me. The language was
different, the social life was different, the geographical sites were different, and even the air
was different. Just like any other kid I needed to make friends, and while trying to do so I
discovered that I had to explain why I spoke Sepedi, while everyone else spoke Sesotho.
Eventually I quickly learned how to speak the language and could therefore fit in as a
township boy. Even then, I still found myself longing for the village. I'd take my friends out into
the bush a few kilometers from the township, trying to compensate for my longing for the
space and the air of a village.
My friends did not understand what a village was, let alone what it looked like since most of
them had been born in the township. For them a village was a farm. I spent my youth trying
to explain the difference between the two, but they couldn't get the "picture".
It was only 12 years ago that I picked up a camera which would serve as a great tool to narrate
the true narrative of my early childhood. I could then show the harmony, the peace, the
freedom, the landscapes and the unity that exists in the village.
The time had come to let the Pictures tell the Story.
Link to Full Profile
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