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Tap the logo at the top to find out more about the architecture
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WHAT IS THIS THING WE CALL ‘ARCHITECTURE’?
“It is a pretty building, full of angular forms and thin soaring roofs. It’s how it looks – how sleek its
design. It is how impressive it is – how large it is, how shiny it is, how many people it can hold and
how much of glass it contains.”
“It is the old buildings - beautiful and grand. New buildings are just not the same. The buildings
from back in the day, that’s real architecture”
“It is space and how it is enclosed. It is how a view is framed, and how a moment is captured in
the day. It is how warm a room is on a chilly winter’s night, it is a cool breeze channelled to you on
a blazing summer’s afternoon.”
“It is how well arranged the windows and doors are; it is the decoration where the sills meet the
window pane. It is the paint colour and the tile choice. It is how complex parts all fit together.”
“It is all about fancy drawings, and artsy pictures and maybe even making a building look good.
However it is also rational and organic all together.”
“It is man’s respect for nature. It is how well we as a nation fit our structures into the natural world.”
“It is about making a community, and housing social events. It is a place to go to for contact with
others, or a place to seek refuge in isolation.”
“It is about being practical and functional and ensuring it meets all its objectives in a sensible
way.”
All are views people generally tend to have regarding the definition of architecture.
Could it be all the above? Or a portion of it? Or none of it?
‘’What is Architecture?Understanding Architecture’’ seeks to address these questions, expand the
general understanding of architecture and facilitate the exploration into what it is. Purchase it
today from @anarchitectsouthafrica,
https://anarchitecteproduc.wixsite.com/anarchitecteproducts.
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So you have decided you want to become an architect - but where do you start?
This ebooklet aims to provide a guide to high school students looking to understand what
subjects to choose at school, when to apply and how the selection process into university
works.
To help students gain a better insight into what architecture is about, all buildings shown in
this booklet can be found in SA! Click the links on every image to find out more about the
specific works of local architecture and which city it is located in…

Mokena Makeka’s Thusong
Centre in Khayelitsha, Cape
Town, shows excellence in
craftsmanship and design.
Read more about the
building here
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Qualifications in Architecture
A Bachelor’s Degree in Architecture (also known as a Bachelor of Science in Architecture or Bachelor of Architectural
Studies) requires rigorous application of theoretical content. This means in conjunction with lectures, assignments and
independent self-study, students of architecture are required to apply their knowledge in the form of projects through
studio time, with a focus on the theoretical resolution of architectural ideas.
The studio is an unstructured research, development and application environment which progresses far beyond the
prescribed time apportioned to the credits for the course. Due to the nature of this being a process of self-discovery and
realization, this amount of time exists out of the scope of the contact sessions. A Degree in Architecture should take at
minimum 3 years to complete which would include campus-based learning. The HEQSF state that a Bachelor’s Degree
consists of 360 credits, of which a minimum of 120 credits is required per NQF Level. Each NQF level generally takes
approximately 1 year to complete. Upon completing a degree, one possesses a qualification on NQF Level 7 and is
eligible to register as a Candidate Architectural Technologist with SACAP (South African Council for the Architectural
Profession).
Post-graduate studies compose of Honours (NQF Level 8) and Masters (NQL Level 9), where the latter allows students to
write a thesis on a subject of interest within an architectural context. Upon completion of the Honours Degree, one is
eligible to register as a Candidate Senior Architectural Technologist; and upon completion of a Masters Degree, one is
eligible to register as a Candidate Architect.
Typically, students work for a period between the years where they gain hours in specific competencies as designated
by SACAP. Currently, a minimum of 2 years of working under a registered mentor is required before writing the
Professional Practice Exams (PPE). When the PPE is written and passed, one can register as a Professional Senior
Architectural Technologist (if Honours is the last year completed) or as a Professional Architect (if Masters is the last year
completed).
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Qualifications in Architectural Technology:
A Diploma in Architectural Technology requires rigorous application of practical content. This means in conjunction with
lectures, assignments and independent self-study, architectural technology students are required to apply their
knowledge in the form of projects through studio time, with a focus on the technical resolution of architectural ideas.
The studio is an unstructured research, development and application environment which progresses far beyond the
prescribed time apportioned to the credits for the course. Due to the nature of this being a process of self-discovery and
realization, this amount of time exists out of the scope of the contact sessions. A National Diploma in Architectural
Technology should take at minimum 3 years to complete which would include campus-based and work-integrated
learning. The HEQSF state that a National Diploma consists of 360 credits, of which a minimum of 120 credits is required
per NQF Level. Each NQF level generally takes approximately 1 year to complete.
The Advanced Diploma at NQF level 7 enables graduates to pursue post-graduate studies to complete an Honours
(NQF Level 8) or Masters (NQF Level 9) qualification, where the latter allows students to write a thesis on a subject of
interest within an architectural context. Graduates who complete a Masters of Technology (MTech) are eligible to
register as Candidate Senior Architectural Technologists or Candidate Architects, depending on the institute graduating
from.
Typically, students work for a period between the years where they gain hours in specific competencies as designated
by SACAP (South African Council for the Architectural Profession). Currently, a minimum of 2 years of working under a
registered mentor is required before writing the Professional Practice Exams (PPE). When the PPE is written and passed,
one can register as a Professional Senior Architectural Technologist (if Honours is the last year completed) or as a
Professional Architect (if Masters is the last year completed).
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iKhaya or the ‘Home’ of Capitec Bank
is a recently completed building
(2020) by dhk Architects located in
Stellenbosch, Western Cape.
Read more about the architects’
design here

Are there any alternatives to
becoming an architect?
Becoming an architect is a long journey. However along the way there are many exit and pause points which offer
alternate but relevant possibilities to become an Architectural professional. One should consider several factors when
making the decision to embark on this journey: how much does it cost to pursue one's studies, what are the exit points if
one wishes to terminate studies, what will be one’s title and designation and what will one be able to do with the
qualification in possession?
The contents to follow aims to answer some of the above questions, provide clarity and guidance to those who wish to
be informed. It is important to note that content provided is based on 3 important legislative documents: the
Architectural Profession Act (Act 44 of 2000) , the Identification of Work Policy and the Scope of Work for Categories of
Registration from the Council of the Built Environment (CBE).
Taking this into account, content provided may change so one is required to regularly check the website of the South
African Council for the Architectural Profession for the most updated information.
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The Architectural Draughtsperson
Typically after completing a Higher Certificate in Architectural Technology, an individual can register with SACAP as an
Architectural Draughtsperson (AD). An AD is an individual in practice who draughts plans under the guidance of an
Architectural Technologist, Senior Architectural Technologist or Architect. Draughtspersons possess elementary
knowledge on design, architectural theory, construction and documentation.
The Architectural Technologist
Typically after completing a Diploma in Architectural Technology or a Degree in Architecture, one is eligible to register
as an Architectural Technologist (AT). AT's generally perform design tasks of a certain scope and scale as defined by the
Identification of Works (IOW) set out by SACAP. They are capable of resolving architectural designs to a high level of
technical detail. Technologists possess substantial knowledge on design, architectural theory, construction and
documentation.
The Senior Architectural Technologist
Typically after completing an Honours Degree, the Senior Architectural Technologist (SAT) occupies a more senior role in
practice. They can be considered as a technologist with more years of experience in designing and managing
projects. Hence SATs generally hold positions of management and are able to contribute to the running of a firm,
including potentially making directorship as a partner or similar role. Senior Technologists possess intermediary
knowledge on design, architectural theory, construction and documentation.
The Architect
Typically having completed a Masters Degree in Architecture or Architectural Technology (from certain institutes),
Architects design and manage projects of varying scales as well as run the operational side of a firm. They can be
involved in financial decisions, strategic overview, design direction and the acquisition of work for a firm. This is
considered to be the highest level of attainment for an Architectural professional and is the end point of the
professional architectural career path. Architects possess advanced knowledge on design, architectural theory,
construction and documentation.
SOURCES:
1. For Scope of Work from Council for Built Environment:
https://www.sacapsa.com/page/ID_work
2. For Identification of Work Policy:
http://cbe.org.za/content/Home/Programmes/Regulations/SACAP_IDOW_Policy.pdf
https://www.sacapsa.com/news/235441/SACAP-Council-Policies--Request-for-Comments-Closing-date--06-July2015.htm
or for a more updated version, search SACAP Identification of Works Policy
3. For the Architectural Profession Act (Act 44 of 2000):
https://www.sacapsa.com/page/Act
4. On Professional titles (source of image above)
https://www.sacapsa.com/page/conditions?&hhsearchterms=%22sacap+and+regis
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So how much do architects earn in
South Africa?
Globally, the salaries for architects are fairly consistent between countries. In South Africa, despite
there being a demand for qualified architects and the South African Council for the Architectural
Profession (SACAP) having regulated the hourly rates for architects, salaries can range from
extremely high to extremely low numbers. This is due to the volatility of the industry - construction
projects are initiated and completed infrequently.
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However, from surveying several professionals and by viewing online sources such as PayScale and job
listings from Indeed.com, a general idea can be formed of how much an architectural professional is likely
to earn in our country before tax deductions.
In South Africa, a graduate who has completed a degree or diploma without any working experience
could expect to earn between R5 000 - R8 000 per month as a starting salary.
While a position for a graduate with 3-5 years experience will probably offer a salary between R8 000 - R15
000 per month. This includes senior architectural technologists and professional senior architectural
technologists - meaning those with an Honours degree and who have written the professional practice
exam (PPE).
Finally, more experienced professional senior architectural technologists/professional architects earn
between R15 000 - R30 000 per month. The latter professional mentioned refers to qualified architects who
have completed their masters degree, passed the PPE and have the relevant working experience, roughly
about 5 -10 years.
A key factor to note is that experience always counts greatly. Higher paying positions take a qualification as
the basic requirement and years of experience as the major determining factor as to whether a candidate
will get the job or not.
Other potential influences of the amount you earn are the type, complexity and scale of projects previously
worked on, managerial skills and project management experience.
Smaller firms tend to usually pay lower salaries unless they have several large projects to keep them afloat
whilst larger firms pay higher starting salaries, but it is unlikely you will be promoted from the starting position
salary and have a capped salary for an extended period of time.
This is an approximate salary amount if you are working for a company. There is always a greater
opportunity to earn well when going solo and starting your own business. However, as expected, there are
several risks and costs involved when starting your own Architecture firm when one is recently qualified and
inexperienced.
If the risks are not managed properly, they will lead to major debt and possible bankruptcy due to the slow
nature of cash flow and payments in the industry. Therefore it is recommended to gain the necessary
technical and managerial experience, build a network of clients and a team of trusted professionals and
then open a new practice.
Overall, the current earning prospects of the architectural industry in SA are competitive with several design
related industries. For example, an entry level graphic design job pays similar starting salaries, whilst the
same is true for entry level web design positions.
Hence individuals who tend to enter the industry are those design professionals genuinely interested in
architecture and the built environment.
There is great potential to earn well in developing countries such as our own, due to the demand of
infrastructure required to be built. It is for this reason that in the government sector architects could earn
between R40 000 - R50 000 a month, roughly about R480 000 - R600 000 per annum.
If one constantly looks to better their design, technical and managerial skills, has a good portfolio with a
variety of projects and has acquired specialised practical knowledge as a result of valuable experience, it is
highly possible to earn an above average salary within the architectural industry, not just in South Africa but
anywhere in the world.
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Did you know?
The Moses Mabhida
Stadium in Durban holds
the record for tallest manmade rope swing in the
world?
Read more about the
stadium here.

BECOMING AN ARCHITECT I:
GRADE 9
Grade 9… The world of careers is still fresh to you and you begin to hear of people talkong about
subject choices next year and studying after school. You are unsure of what career path to follow.
You enjoy travelling and learn more as to what it is to be a teenage in a world of adults. Whilst
travelling, you look around and begin to notice the buildings around you… The thought then
enters your mind: I think I want to become an architect.
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ADMISSION INTO A TERTIARY INSTITUTION:
If you plan to become an architect, you will have to complete a degree or diploma at a tertiary
institution (university or university of technology). This will provide you with a qualification which
shows that you have gained the necessary skills to perform the tasks an architect is required to do
and therefore allows you to practice as a professional in the working environment.
In order for students who to gain entry into a degree/diploma course, universities have set up a
point system called APS which helps you determine whether you have the required marks to study
the course you are interested in. The aim of the APS system is to select students who show the most
potential to pass a specific course at university level.
How does APS work?
Admission Point Score (APS) is a system which gives you points based on subjects studied and
marks achieved for them. Courses at tertiary institutions require minimum points for a student to be
considered for application - meaning you can only apply to get into a course if you have the
minimum number of points required.
Each university has its own minimum point requirements, so make sure to read up on the specific
requirements for your university of choice.
GRADE 9:
It all starts here: the end of grade 9. Finally, the end of Natural Science, Social Science,
Technology (for some) and Economic Management Sciences. You can now choose your subjects
to study and design your journey toward becoming an architect.
So what subjects do I choose for grade 10?
There are compulsory and optional subjects which you can choose. In any tertiary institution
which offers Architectural Studies as a course, it is compulsory for a prospective student (someone
wanting to study at the university) to have studied and passed Pure Mathematics and Physical
Sciences at grade 12 level.
Additional subjects which you can choose which will benefit you are:
Engineering, Graphics & Design (Technical Drawing)
Civil Technology
Art
Geography
Biology
History
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Did you know?
Pietermaritzburg’s City
Hall is said to be the
largest red brick building
in Southern Hemisphere?
Check the article here.

BECOMING AN ARCHITECT II:
GRADE 10
Great! You have finally reached the final phase of secondary schooling and want to take the
path toward building your future. You want to know what is the next step in crafting your own
career path. Before we get started, some general words of advice for this time in your life:
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Spend your time wisely. Don’t waste school breaks on social networks and watching Youtube
videos.

Figure out what you want to do with your life and how you plan on achieving those goals. Speak
to people who have been down those paths and assess the best possible routes for you.
Get a job. Any job. Start to earn some money of your own. Save it or spend it wisely. Invest in
yourself and your skills - for example buy study guides that could aid you with your exams. A bonus
would be to get a job at an architectural firm for the holidays - they’re always in need of model
builders or have something to deliver. Be of value and reduce the workload of someone else. The
experience and lessons learnt will count in your favour when preparing your CV for jobs you later
apply for.
Research universities. This is a good time to do some reading up and talking to qualified adults
about which institutions to attend, why and whether you see yourself attending university.
Remember studying at university is not the only option to become an architect. Investigate
alternate paths. You can find some helpful information right here on our page - or drop us a mail
here!
Now back to Grade 10...
Possibly the only opportunity in your life when you will have so much free time to figure what to do
while under the financial safety net of your parents/guardians. So during the school holidays - first,
second and third term breaks - make an appointment to visit architectural firms.
It’s easy - search a few firms near you on the net, call them up and ask if they will be willing to host
you for a few days/weeks. They will either reject or accept you based on their capacity - so do
not be despondent if you have to try a few firms before you get in.
Visiting architectural firms provides several benefits: Firstly, you will gain an insight into the working
world - and more specifically, the architectural working world. Secondly, you will begin to
understand the relevance of architects and how they contribute to the world. This is important as
many people are unaware of what architects really do. Thirdly, the visits count as experience
which you can list on your CV, and will help you in assignments on careers at school and even at
your application to some universities!
What to do at the firm:
In active and busy firms (or ones with an internship programme), you will be exposed to meetings,
site visits and 3-D modelling. You will learn about the working culture and how business structures
operate: for example, what roles does a Junior Architect fill? Or what are the duties of a
Senior/Principal Architect?. You will come across terms like technologist and site instructions - daily
vocabulary at an architectural practice. Learn from it.
Observe and take in the new information presented to you. You will be exposed to an
environment where people are creating the built environment around you. There is so much
information to learn about things you have not even noticed before. For example, notice how
architects know the dimensions of certain materials. Ask them what is the standard size of a timber
purlin, or the height of a seat. See how quickly they answer you by memory. You will be surprised
by the amount of knowledge you will gain by just listening to the conversations between the
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professionals. For learners studying Civil Technology or Engineering Graphics & Design, this will be
particularly beneficial.
Ask questions which are relevant to you. This is an exciting opportunity to find out about the paths
the professionals at your firm of choice have taken. Ask them about where they studied, how long
did they study, what was their qualification when they completed their studies, how did they get
their first job and how the job market is looking. In a few years time, you will be looking to fill in their
positions - so get a competitive edge over others by being in the know!
Always show eagerness to perform tasks should someone request you do it. You never know, they
could be offering you a job soon!
Remember to take a drawing pad/journal to document your visit. Draw the office, make
diagrams about the relationships between the spaces. Map out your path to the office. All these
could be used for assignments later on at school and for application assignments at some
universities.
Write down important notes. Be attentive when people are talking to you - if you show an interest,
people will gravitate toward you and offer you more beneficial information than you asked for.
Additionally, remember to have a note of gratitude/thank you letter prepared in advance and
pass this on to the people who were kind enough to let you follow them around all day. (Hint: A
chocolate works well too). This shows that you are appreciative of the time they have spent on
you.
Lastly, visit several firms to get a broad idea of what it is like to work in the industry. It is important
that you begin to form your own opinions and ideas of the firms you visit as this will shape your
attitude toward the field. Every firm is different and your experience at some may be better than
others. You will be looking for a position in some of these firms quite soon and it is important to
know the type of firm you would like to be apart of.
Most importantly, remember to have fun. If you find that this is a field which you can picture
yourself in at a later stage in your life, then you’re well on your way to becoming an architect!
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Did you know?
The repurposed Zeitz
Museum of
Contemporary African
Art (MoCAA) was once
the tallest building in
Cape Town?
Check it out here.

BECOMING AN ARCHITECT III:
GRADE 11 & 12
Being your last two years of school and after much research into the filed, where to study and
how you will earn, you are now thinking of reaching new heights. Despite the stress of your final
year of schooling ahead, several life-altering decisions have to be made in and around the year.
And it starts with grade 11.
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Grade 11 Final Results
Your final results in your grade 11 year will be used to apply for university early in your matric year.
Applications to tertiary institutions usually open up around the March/April period and setting up your online
application for universities should be made a priority. Therefore it is imperative that your final grade 11 results
portray a positive reflection of your academic capabilities. However, academic performance is not the only
criteria used judge a prospective student.
The Selection Process
For Architecture, as there are an even more limited number of seats available when compared to other
courses in South Africa, you will undergo a rigorous selection process. This is to a large extent the result of a
high drop-out rate within the course, and thus lecturers of the selection panel are cautious when skimming
through the thousands of applications received. They select a portion of students they believe are capable
and motivated enough to complete the course in a specified time and who will,once they qualify as
practitioners of the built environment, bring accolades to the university and improve conditions for society
at large. Hence, the university application process is a several step procedure, irrespective of university
chosen. As the process varies among universities, it is best best to prepare for all possible scenarios. Some
universities include some of the below steps, while others include all. Hence the following list is a logical
sequence of all the possible steps which could be involved in the selection process:
1. Application
This is a compulsory online procedure which involves uploading academic reports and basic biographical
information about yourself. It will allow a university to give you provisional acceptance based on your APS
score of the report submitted (check out previous note on this here).
2. Assignments
This is the next stage in the Selection Process. Upon provisional acceptance, you will be required to
complete a series of tasks which the department of Architecture at the university will provide. Such tasks
usually grapple with themes of identity, composition, spatial awareness, general knowledge and an essay
writing component. Some universities may also require you to submit a portfolio of work you have done
throughout your high-schooling career that is worthy of note. These typically compose of drawings,
sculptures, paintings and other associated creative work.
In addition, some firms may also require you to visit architectural firms so that you get an idea of what
practice is like. If you have already done this, as discussed in a previous post here, then present your
experiences in the form of journal entries in your portfolio. If the judges are impressed by what is submitted to
them, you will then proceed to the next stage...
3. Tests
Apart from the National Benchmark Tests (NBT), some universities will require you to perform under immense
pressure in a simulated testing environment on their campus. This will test your ability to prioritise tasks given
and gauge your general knowledge about the world around you. Its aim is generally to identify the thinking
patterns of individuals who are able to produce desired results in a specific time constraint. Such individuals
thought processes will be analysed to see whether they would make dedicated architectural students.
Successful candidates will then be informed of their progression through the stage and an interview will be
set up for a future date.
4. Interview
As the final stage of the selection process for some university submissions, the interview is the defining
moment in the entire process. As it may be the first interview of your future architectural career, here are
some basic pointers:
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Be prepared. Know a little about your interviewers if possible; with Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn, you can
find out information about almost anyone - use this to your advantage.
Arrive on time - obviously. Better early than late. This conveys the message that your position is important
and that you would not jeopardise your position over mundane affairs or careless planning.
Look presentable and be honest about yourself; If you do not know the answer to a certain question, rather
be honest and state that you are unaware.
Be aware and interested. Make sure to listen and take pay attention to what is being said to you. Do not ask
the interviewers to repeat questions several times. Do not be distracted by wandering thoughts or the
pressure of any external matters. People can easily pick up when you are not present in the moment.
Know a little design. Be able to speak about design in general - quote artefacts, architects, buildings or
places you have visited. Be mindful to mention what opportunities you have been afforded and how you
have used them to benefit yourself regarding your abilities in design. For example, if you were able to
attend art lessons, or visited a magnificent building, talk about how it has improved your drawings skills or
enhanced your appreciation of structure. Always remember, a good design is only as good as its intended
purpose(s).
Don’t be arrogant. This is of the most distasteful attitudes to adopt and a panel of examiners will
immediately disqualify you if you give off the perception that you are better than others. Be confident in
your abilities but state you are aware there is a world of knowledge out there and you are looking forward
to expanding your skill sets and learning from the experience of others.
State all other institutions applied at. Do not lie about this. If you have provisional acceptance from another
university, make the examiners/interviewers aware of it. State the truthful reasons why you applied to several
universities and do not ever belittle the institution you are currently being interviewed at.
Confirmation of Acceptance
At this point, you will probably be burnt out from the stress of your final exams, the anxiety of being
accepted/rejected and the general toll life takes on your mental state of being. It should therefore bring
you some relief to know that you will be informed between October and January (in special cases where
there may be delays) of whether you are accepted into a desired university. You will most likely receive an
email, SMS or letter to confirm your acceptance into a programme, which of course is pending the
publishing of your successful final matric results.
You can breathe a sigh of relief and enjoy the end to a 12 year schooling career and wait in anticipation for
the times which lie ahead in young adulthood, individual independence and most of all the excitement
which lies ahead in... becoming an Architect.
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Financing Architectural Studies
Architectural studies are an expensive endeavour. As fees vary between universities, the following are
average prices based on South African university fees for 2019.
Undergraduate architectural studies at tertiary institutions could cost you around R130k (combined 3 years
of study) in tuition fees only. Post-graduate can amount to a further R150k in tuition fees.
Roughly calculated then, the average price for an undergraduate architectural degree is R45k per year.
Thereafter, postgraduate is sitting between R50-R70k per year.
After fees are taken care of, there are still living expenses, textbooks and material costs to cover which can
bump up these fees to exorbitant amounts.
Without having a financial plan in place as to how you will fund your studies is sure to result in major stress
and significant worry before and for the duration of your studies. Therefore, the following advice aims to
give some guidance to high school and university students looking for a practical method to finance their
studies:
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1. Through self-funding
(For high school and university students)
Work Part-time to Save Money
It is possible to gain part time employment after completing Grade 9/10 in South Africa. Such jobs are often
as cashiers and assistants at stores. If you are doing Engineering Graphics and Design (EGD aka Technical
Drawing) you will be at an advantage to get a position at a local firm looking for part-time help, but nothing
stops one from applying for draughtsman positions even if one is not studying EGD. Work on weekends
and/or after school and start to save up money. This will build your working experience. After completion of
Grade 12, you will have gained enough experience to find permanent employment which will allow you to
start saving toward your finances.
For university students, working part time is difficult when the issue of deadlines for studies and the work
environment clash. Make provision for test and crit dates with your employer and plan your time well.
Balance is difficult but not impossible, it is a matter of prioritizing tasks.
An alternative is starting your own business, also referred to as a 'side hustle'. These are businesses which do
not require your full attention daily and require you to make income in your spare time. You can find out
more about it here. Start selling items or services - anything from chocolates to tuition services. Or perhaps
you know how to service a car? Or are great at graphic design? Or can help a person market their business
on social media - perhaps even increase likes on their account. In the working world, people are willing to
pay for these services. Too often students undervalue their skills and abilities. If you possess a skill or a usable
product, it has a market related monetary value and can be sold!
It is imperative to develop the confidence in business related skills from as early as possible because the lack
of assertiveness in selling products and services has contributed to the plethora of reasons of why
architectural services are undervalued in society. Negotiate, make small profits, advertise in school dining
halls, on notice boards, social media or wherever you can. These skills will assist you in the business of
architecture once you are qualified.
2. Crowd Funding
An emerging trend for students is crowd funding. Contemporary crowd funding occurs when an individual
sets up an online account, states the objective for which they require funds (in this context, a project such
as a student’s education) and donors donate or ‘pledge’ funds to the project. Sites like Feenix and

ThundaFund allow students to create projects where the realization of the objectives – i.e.
obtaining a qualification – is the way one pays back the funds.
3. Obtain a bursary
(For high school and university students)
Apply to a company or organization which advertises for bursaries. Opportunities exist with construction
companies, architectural firms and various organizations. If there is no advertisement, then visit the firm and
drop off your CV (and portfolio for students) and a letter expressing your desire to pursue your studies and
how you plan to benefit them and the community at large through your educational empowerment.
Fact: at some point you will experience rejection and unpleasant behaviour from people working at the
firms and. Do not give up. Visit several firms and municipalities. Express your enthusiasm and your willingness
to dedicate your time to their cause, on condition they are willing to financially assist you in your studies.
Bursars to research:
1. SAIA - South African Institute of Architects (post graduate studies)
2. CSIR - Council for Scientific and Industrial Research
3. South African Department of Public Works
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4. Win competitions
(For university students)
This works if you are already an architectural student and are looking for ways to secure financing.
Architectural competitions, even in industry, are a means of gaining income. There are several popular
competitions such as AfriSam Sustainable Design Competition and Corrobrick Awards which run frequently.
Some offer considerable prize money toward tuition fees.
For more on how to win an architectural competition, check out out upcoming article on the topic.
5. Student loans
(For high school and university students)
Unfortunately, this is not highly advisable in a depressed economy. Paying it off is dependent on getting a
decent paying job after studies, and once a student is working it will be difficult to pay off the debt on a
starting salary. However for many this is the only option, so it is advisable to try to secure a permanent
position for when you have competed your studies through building relationships with companies via parttime work. If you work while you are studying, the same companies will be more likely to take you on fulltime after you have completed your studies.
6. Perform well at school
If you perform well at school, you qualify for discounts in your first year of campus. Similarly, you will also
receive discounts on a percentage of your fees if you perform well at tertiary level. This is an incentive
offered by your university and varies across institutions.
Additional Tips:
Speak to your parents about studies as early as possible if you are still in high school and map a way forward
where you work toward meeting a financial goal. This could include getting a weekend or after school job
which could gain you experience at a firm that may pay for your studies, or at a store which could
contribute to your educational savings.
Open a bank account as soon as possible. Use it to collect your own personal savings and as the account
into which employers will deposit cash into when you start working. You can open affordable student
accounts with many South African Banks which offer great online services.
Model materials are expensive so save materials whilst still at home such as cardboard from cereal boxes,
wooden skewers and general arts and crafts materials. This will save you money as well as recycle
unwanted products.
If you have been saving funds all along (from allowances, birthdays or similar), get a second hand laptop
with reasonable specs to run programs such as AutoCAD, Revit, ArchiCAD, SkectchUp and Adobe
Photoshop (trial or online versions). Get acquainted with the software and practice using them whilst in
school. This will give you an advantage in the 3D modelling portion of your degree and equip you with
marketable skills from an early stage - hence making you employable whilst still in high school.
Build a portfolio (check out our previous article on Creating your Portfolio/CV) done by you as early as
possible. This could include work done as a hobby such as freehand sketches, technical drawings from high
school, physical and 3D models built on CAD software. Use this to showcase your skills to potential
employers. Create it in digital and hardcopy format. One for emailing, and the other for when you
personally visit them.
Make a list of architectural firms in your area and apply to each via email, telephone calls and visits. Never
be despondent at rejection, let it only fuel your desire to succeed despite circumstances. Employers admire
dedication and determination as qualities in an individual. Such qualities may be the very reason you
obtain the bursary/job. Hopefully, these tips help you to some degree. If you have any suggestions or
advice, be sure to comment below!
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https://businesstech.co.za/…/university-fees-2019-how-much…/
2. On 'Side Hustles' in South Africa
https://www.businessinsider.co.za/the-14-best-side-hustles-…
3. To find the exchange rate for the Rand currency (ZAR):
https://fx-rate.net/ZAR/
4. On Crowdfunding in South Africa:
https://blog.thundafund.com/crowdfunding/what-is-crowdfunding/
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