Architecture as a Career
Architecture is one of the most exciting and satisfying of all
professions as architects are able to take their creative ideas and
translate them into a material form. Additionally, architects are
able to leave a lasting legacy both in terms of their personal
creations as well as an embodiment of the thoughts, mores and
pre-occupations of the age in which they lived.
In its simplest form, architecture is the design of buildings, groups
of buildings and often the space between buildings. Architecture
takes imagination, the ability to order ideas and communicate
them clearly, creatively (not necessarily artistic ability), a keen
interest in human behaviour, our habitat and the natural
environment, and problem solving skills.An enquiring mind and
ability to persevere are some ofthe most important personality
traits for architects.
What do architects do?
As an architect you are unlikely to spend
all your days designing at the drawing
board or computer using computer aided
design programmes.

Architecture can be practised in a variety of professional
capacities, for example, as a registered architect, as a
lecturer in academia, in government departments and
corporates functioning in the built environment.

Apart from time in the office, architects
travel to different building sites and are in
contact with clients and the many other
disciplines involved in the building
process including engineers, quantity
surveyors, project managers etc.
What aptitudes should architects have?
Architects are creative and have the mental ability to
juggle different problems and come up with creative solutions. Mathematics and the sciences are key
fields together with appreciation of the visual arts. An interest in human behaviour, the way people live and
the natural environment are also important.
What are the entry requirements for architecture?
Universities have varying entrance criteria and should be consulted at an early stage in making a career
choice. Most universities and universities of technology require potential students to apply to study for the
subsequent year during August. Many also require students to do selection tests which include written and
online tests as well as interviews and portfolio presentations. It is very important to establish the entrance
requirement of the particular institution well in advance.

At the moment various universities across the country package their courses in different ways, often using different
names for their similar qualifications. Before making a choice of course/courses to be taken, it is important to
understand the professional registration framework in the architectural profession. The statutory body which regulates
the profession is the South African Council for the Architectural Profession (SACAP). Architectural professional are
registered by SACAP in one ofthe following four categories:
Architect
Architectural Technologist

SeniorArchitectural Technologist
Draughtsperson

Typically to register as an Architect, a three year bachelor's course followed by two years' post graduate study (one year
honours and one year masters) at a university is required. Subsequently a two-year candidature in an architectural
practice is required followed by successfully sitting a Professional Practice examination, administered by SACAP.
More detailed information on the qualifications framework and registration requirements may be obtained from the
SACAP website.
Can students apply for Financial Assistance?
While relatively few bursaries exist, some are offered by government, municipalities and public institutions. The
Construction and Training Authority (CETA) makes bursaries available annually. For more information visit their
website on www.ceta.org.za. Banks also offer special facilities for funding higher education in the form of student loans.
Application can also be made to universities and universities of technology for help in funding studies.

For more Info contact The South African Institute of Architects (SAIA)
Tel: 0117821315 * Email: admin@saia.org.za * www.saia.org.za
or the Universities of Cape Town, Free State, Kwa-Zulu-Natal, Pretoria, Witwatersrand and
Nelson Mandella Metropolitan University (NMMU)
Universities of Technology: Tshwane, Durban, Johannesburg and NMMU.

