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138 Jan Smuts

positive impression of, and incite conversation about, the 
changing city. �is was achieved by redesigning spaces, 
and the existing building envelope, into a new branded 
o�ce space with comfortable working environments and 
a public street front that spills activity onto the sidewalk. 

‘If the business brand in market is human, open, 
friendly, then the internal structure should mimic this too. 
Perhaps through new methods of organising employees, 
opening dialogue, training leadership to engage on 
openness and pulling this thread all the way to how 
customers engage.’ (Holley, n.d.)

Being a refurbishment, the redesign communicates 
visually the di�erence between old and new, revealing 
the reasoning behind important design decisions. One of 
Jacobsz’s design philosophies is to �nd a balance between 
the contemporary and industrial. At 138 Jan Smuts, 
historical layers are displayed on the eastern façade, with 
recycled bricks from the original structure dating the 
building’s phases through time. Materials used in the 
new additions are mainly exposed brickwork, steel, glass, 
Duroplastic and wood. �e main design determinants 
were optimising comfort levels within the building and 
being as environmentally responsible as possible.

�e distinctive aspect of 138 Jan Smuts is that its 
experiential character is apparent upon �rst impression 
as well as to the day-to-day user. 

�e ground �oor, which includes gallery and retail 
spaces and the sidewalk, spills out onto the street front  �i��
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new Trumpet building situated in a cluster of attractive 
destinations, such as the Circa and the Everard Read 
Galleries. According to the South African Art Times: 

‘[�e Trumpet building is] taking the �rst exciting step 
to transform Keyes Avenue into an open fusion of art and 
architecture – where art, design, life, leisure, fun, friends 
and work will form one seamless experience. �is is the 
vision of Keyes Art Mile – a neighbourhood with art at its 
heart. Comparable to a village ‘high street,’ Keyes Art Mile 
will evolve to include a series of galleries and exhibition 
spaces showcasing local and international art and design. 
Residences, cafés, co�ee-on-the- go, artisan eateries and 
a boutique butchery, as well as vibrant shops and spaces 
new to the Johannesburg scene, complete the experience.’

�e architects’ notion behind 138 Jan Smuts is to make 
a memorable impact on an urban level. �e ground-�oor 
plane becomes the public realm � the street being as 
important as the building � with the presence of people 
increasing perceptions of accessibility. 

As one of the main role players in the city block, 
138 Jan Smuts has the potential to transform the Jan 
Smuts-Bolton corner into a place of urban signi�cance. 
Architect Carl Jacobsz, director and owner of C76 
Architecture, was briefed by the client, Amber Brand 
Properties, to convert the 1960s apartment block into an 
o�ce hub where creatives can collaborate and integrate 
business ventures, branding and innovative intelligence. 
�e game plan for the new building was to make a 

Historical layers are displayed on the eastern  
façade, with recycled bricks from the original 

structure dating the building’s phases through time.

2 Graphic illustrating the various types of brickwork on the eastern façade, representing the history of the building. 3 Sectional scale model illustrating the rainwater 
harvesting system implemented in the building. 4 Sectional scale model illustrating the various shading devices used on the building in summer and winter. 5 Sectional scale 
model illustrating the heat dispersion in the double-volume lo� o�ces. 6 Sectional scale model illustrating the natural ventilation through the building. 
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