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« The outcome of this appeal will have serious

consequences for Cape Town. I pray that the Mayoral
Advisory Panel will provide appropriate and solid advice.
Professionally, the matter is of great import and should

be properly debated.
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' What ICOMOS documents refer to as the concept of ‘setting’.
2 See the UNESCO Vienna Memorandum, for example.

3 As exemplified by: precedent in other well-known world cities (for example,
Toronto); many UNESCO and ICOMOS pronouncements (see References); the
National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999); and the City of Cape Town
Heritage Protection Overlay Zones (HPOZ) that have been (and are being) put in
place, following decades of ‘Conservation Area’ provisions that were exercised as

anorm.

* The unfolding of then mayor Helen Zille’s statement: ‘not red tape but red carpet’.
* Following the ‘Laws of the Indies’ practice, compiled by Phillip II of Spain,

prevalent at the time.

¢ The professional team of the development proponents comprises: the so-styled
Bluegreen Planning and Design (Derek Chittenden et al.); the town planner
Tommy Briimmer; and the architect Dennis Fabian. The documentation they

produced is available at: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/atepg515s91n9kf/

AAAI25XC]q9GhsNH20Pz7rF4a?d]1=0. The author’s report on the matter, prepared
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at the request of the local civic association is entitled, ‘Objections to, Comment on
and Representations about, the Proposed Mixed-Use Building Development on
Erven 8210 and 144698, Bounded by the Buitengracht, Shortmarket, Longmarket
and Rose Streets, Central Cape Town’ and is dated 10 February 2016. It is available
at: www.bridgesnotbarriers.co.za, as is the argument presented at the City of Cape
Town Municipal Planning Tribunal hearing of June and, upon the tribunal decision
approving the development proposals, the appeal documents lodged with the
appropriate authority.

7 See: www.bridgesnotbarriers.co.za.

#The City of Cape Town has recently advertised its intention of protecting the
conservation of the Bo-Kaap via a Heritage Protection Overlay Zone.

° Unless there is effective restructuring there will be increasing social unrest in
Cape Town.
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13This is in keeping with the reccommendations of a maximum 14 metre-height
appearing in the City of Cape Town (1987) report.

" Prepared by Henry Aikman, one of the very professionals, with Derek Chittenden,
who when in the employ of the city in the 1980s recommended 14 metres as the
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' The author of this paper was a founding member of UDISA and is Honorary
Patron thereof.
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za/en/Planningportal/Documents/Urban%20Design%20Policy.pdf, accessed 27
December 2015.
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has developed this general argument somewhat elsewhere in a number of papers:
see Todeschini, F. 2013 and 2015.

'® As mentioned, proposals about such constraints were recommended in 1987 by
a professional planning team in the employ of the City of Cape Town. See City of
Cape Town (1987), a report prepared by the very same city planner who has been
at the forefront of the professional team that formulated the current development
proposals. In 1987 he specifically recommended a maximum 14-metre height of
buildings in the context (where the land was in City Council ownership), whereas
the development proposals under review are of a height of 60 metres.

Todeschini, F. 2008. District Six: Some planning and design reflections on a
long-standing conflict landscape. In Architecture South Africa, Special edition,
November/December, pp. 46—59.

Todeschini, F. 2013. Towards contemporary resilient settlement planning:
Some reflections on the ‘nature of an appropriate plan’ from the perspective
of the post-colonial African ‘edge’. Joint AESOP/ACSP Congress Planning for
Resilient Cities and Regions Proceedings, 1519 July, Dublin, Ireland.

Todeschini, F. 2015. Reflections on some aspects of town-Building at the
Cape of Good Hope, South Africa, during the 1800s of relevance to today. In
Carlos Nunes Silva (Ed.) Urban planning in Sub-Saharan Africa: colonial and
postcolonial planning cultures, New York/London: Routledge, pp. 245-265.

Todeschini, F. 2016. Building development on Erven 8210 and 144698,
bounded by the Buitengracht, Shortmarket, Longmarket and Rose Streets, Central
Cape Town. Unpublished report. [Onling]. Available at: HYPERLINK “http://www.
bridgesnotbarriers.co.za/” \t “_blank” www.bridgesnotbarriers.co.za.

UNESCO. 1962. Recommendation conceming the safeguarding of beauty
and character of landscapes and sites.

UNESCO — ICOMOS. 1964. The Venice Charter.

UNESCO. 1968. Recommendation concerning the preservation of cultural
property endangered by public or private works.

UNESCO. 1972. World Heritage Convention.

UNESCO. 1976. Recommendation concerning the safeguarding and
contemporary role of historic areas.

UNESCO. 1994. The Nara document on authenticity.

UNESCO. 2003. Convention for the safeguarding of the intangible
cultural heritage.

UNESCO. 2005. Vienna Memorandum.

UNESCO. 2015. Operational guidelines for the implementation of the World
Heritage Convention.

JANUARY | FEBRUARY

11917 9:59AM‘ ‘



