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Green buildings scoop awards

PETER FELDMAN

AUTENG buildings reaped

honours at this year’s AfriSam-

South African Institute of

Architects (SAIA) Awards for
Sustainable Architecture announced in
Joburg this week.

The top honour went to a Sandton
building, the Alexander Forbes Head-
quarters, designed by Paragon Archi-
tects and Paragon Interface, in the built
work category.

Commendations in this category
went to three other Gauteng properties:
the Seed Library in Alexandra township,
designed by Architects of Justice; Mon-
aghan Farm near Lanseria, Gauteng,
submitted by Claude Bailey Architec-
ture & Design on behalf of Clewer Devel-
opment Trust; and House Jones in
Hurlingham, designed by ERA Archi-
tects.

Cape Town’s Unisa Phase 2 in Parow,
designed by Michele Sandilands Archi-
tects, was also commended.

A second award, in the category of
works of social importance, including
research, went to Vukuzakhe by Koop
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Design in Durban, which examines
urban development in the Municipality
of eThekwini, while Collis & Associates
received a commendation for research
into concrete recycling in Cape Town.

The Alexander Forbes Headquarters,
which has already been confirmed as a
Four Star Rated Green Building,
employs 2 500 people. It has been occu-
pied for two years and the accommoda-
tion impact was designed to reduce any
negative impact on water, energy and
waste, the architects say.

Therole of louvres, skylights, glazing
and scallops assists with light while
reducing the impact of heat and, at
street level, the building edge is softened
with xeriscaping (water-wise landscap-
ing), indigenous trees and plants.

Stephan Olivier;, AfriSam’s chief
executive, said: “In acknowledging this
building as the recipient of the AfriSam-
SAIA Award for Sustainable Architec-
ture for 2014 in the built category;, it is
hoped that the Alexander Forbes Head-
quarters will provide a beacon of inspi-
ration, not only as a place to work, but
also as a worthwhile contribution to the
urban fabric of Johannesburg and

human experience in the area.”

A different aspect of sustainable
architecture was confronted by Archi-
tects of Justice which was asked to
design library facilities for a school in
Alexandra. Their solution, the Seed
Library, is an intervention that
addresses the wholesale recycling of
buildings in society and offers a possible
prototype using shipping containers.
This commended project may also be
adapted in other contexts across South
Africa where similar conditions exist.

“The Seed Library explores the bal-
ance between providing much-needed
facilities and investigating other
avenues of architecture, which recog-
nise that, sometimes, not building more
may be the best solution,” said Sindile
Ngonyama, president of SAIA and chair
of the adjudicators’ panel.

Monaghan Farm, a lifestyle estate of
about 500 hectares immediately north of
Lanseria, is a gated community based on
food security which is aligned to nature
conservation, rather than golf-estate
principles.

Commenting on this project, Olivier
said: “Monaghan Farm speaks to socie-



